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Whereby may be obſerved, 

I. That all created, active, ſpiritual Exiſtences 
are immaterial and immortal; and that Mat- 
ter, as mere Matter, has no Property of Intel- 
ligence belonging to it; but that whatever In- 
telligence inhahits material Organs may be ea- 
ſily ſeparated from them, but will not thereby 

ceaſe to exiſt; from which, Mr. Lock's Be- 
lief that the Souls of Men are immaterial, is 
ſtrengthened; and the Difficulties, he laboured 


under to aſcertain it, removed. 


I. The State of Spirits, when ſeparated from their mate- 
rial Habitations. 


III. The Nature of ſpiritual Bodies, after the Reſurrec- 


tion, Cc. 
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N all Matters of diſputed Hypotheſes in Philo- 
ſepby, where the Light of Revelation will "any 
Ways afford Aſſiſtance, we ought with oy wad 
WON 4-57 to receive and embrace it, 


In all Matters of di puted Propoſi tions from Revels, 
tion, where true Philoſophy will dirett us in the genuine 
pas true n it ought alſo to be embraced and 
admitted. a 


And in whatever Caſes Revelation and Philoſophy 
ſhall bave an Agreement and Harmony, we may ſafely 
give our Aſﬀſent to Propoſitions or Hypotbeſes ſo enforced. 
Fer tho ſuch Propofitions or Hypotheſes may, thro 
Series of Ages, have labour'd under Difficulties of being 
entertain d, and have been generally oppoſed, yet à ge- 
neral O pol tion is no a againſt their BOW fur- 
ther enquir d into. 


And when, upon an impartial Enquiry, and ſtrigt 
Examination, Truth ſball appear on that Sid: the 8 
ftion, which has been before looked upon with Prejudice, 
thro* the Power of Education and prepeſſ>iſ. d oticns, 
then ſuch impartial! Enquiries will.enable the Enquirers, 
being diſpoſſeſſed of former Prejudices, fins » to 
examine, and impartially to receive ſuch Arguments 
that carry Conviction along with them, 1 
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PREFACE. 3 

Now, whether my ſucceeding Diſcourſes, which are 
generally contrary to the<common receiv'd Opinions, will 
admit of a general Aſent or not, I muſt leave for Time 
to 
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port my ſucceeding Aitemm, "half 
and I cannot but flatter my ſelf, that they wilt ſtand a 


| good Chance, where pre po ſſiſſed Notions and imbiled Pre- 
8 A are wire thrown fide. 


Bar 1 om ſeufible bow 11 it . n. 
theſe prevailing Obſftructious, fince this bas of 


2 been . v from the Difficulties of eftablifo- 
1 £0. the Ptolomaic ; which, now, after all bot 


Condemnations of the Copernican, is acknowledged, by ail 


. De- 


monſt ration. n 


' Which Jing envugh 10 flenoe Bigotry Ns | 


cond Opimons, I Hull refer my following Diſccurſes 


to the free Cenſures of my Readers, and only deſire ibem 


to receiue em as tugenuoufly as they are in 5 eee 
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diſcover, when my 7. beological and Philoſophical Rea- 


Joni a 
weighed in * true” Bullance of diſcerning Julgmenti; 


the Belief and Reception of the Copernican & Mem in 
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| The Spiritual World. 


CHAPTER I. 


| IT EC, HE admirable Works of the 


& 
"= Grad, 


Creation are divided into Be- 
ings and Exiſtences, active, 
and paſſive ; paſſively ac- 
tive, and ſelf.active; ſelf-ac- 
tive Beings are endued with 
Cogitation, Perception, and higher and lower 
Degrees of Intelligence. 
All paſſive Beings are altogether unintelligent, 
and ſubject to the Wil and Power of the 28 | 
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. 
\ fively active, as Sun, Moon, &c. are by the Al- 
_ Wiſe Creator made Inſtruments to fulfil the Ppur- 


poſes of his Goodneſs to his intelligent Creatures, 


Without any Knowledge in themſelves of their 
- own Performances, or Exiſtences, and incapable 


therefore of Self-motion, or voluntary Actions. 

$. 2. Yet Matter is capable of ſuch different 
Modifications as to entertain an Exiſtence ſupe- 
rior to its ſelf, that will influence it with Percep- 
tion, Action and a voluntary Motion; and this to a 
numerous Variety of Degrees: But the Matter, 
thus actuated, when diſpoſſeſſed of that ſuperior 
Exiſtence, becomes again altogether paſſive, and 
entirely inactive. | 

$. 3. The Faculties and Powers, then, of Co- 
gitation and Action muſt be diſtinct from, and 
{ſuperior to Matter; otherwiſe it would be inſe- 
parable from it; but ſince we find, de facto, that 
any intellectual Faculties inhabiting Matter, may 
be eaſily ſeperated from the moſt curious Struc- 
ture thereof that it was ever found to poſleſs, it 
muſt be far from being an inſeperable Property of 


the very Matter it actuates. 


Matter is not, then, the Thinking Faculty, 


but only the Habitation of it, ſo long as it con- 


tinues its Inhabitant; for when the perceptive, 
active Powers are diſpoſſeſſed of this Habitation, 
the Habitation becomes as entirely paſſive as the 
moſt abject Matter that had never been poſſeſſed 
with any active Intellectuals. 

$. 4. Life and Action are therefore only of 
a ſpiritual Nature, and not of a material. 


Hepcs, 


* 

Hence, the great Omni t Creator muſt 
be an immaterial, ſpiritual intelligent Agent, of 
neceſſary Exiſtence, and therefore af infinite Exi- 
eee Wiſdom, and Power; where- 
by he has brought into Exiſtence all the active 
and paſſive Beings throughout the whole Crea- 
tion, viſible or inviſible to us: This muſt be plain 
to all rational Creatures, who are endued with 
the Powers of phyſical Reaſoning, fince they muſt 
from thence be aſſured that they have derived 
their Exiſtence from a firſt Cauſe ; and that this 
firſt Cauſe muſt neceſſarily exiſt without Cauſe, 
and therefore without Beginning ; the Proof of 
which 4 Priori, ſee my Philoſophical Diſerta- 
7101S. 

But the Proof hereof 2 Poſterior: is plain to 
all Men, endued with common Reaſon, from 
the very Knowledge of their own Exiſtence, and 
their being endued with Capacities to perceive 
and act, and Abilities to think and reaſon. 

For we, not knowing how we entered into 
Exiſtence, - or how we came by Reaſon and In- 
telligence, and the Capacities we find ourſelves 
endued with, muſt neceſſarily conclude, (for 
it is a neceſſary Concluſion ) that there is a ſupe- 
rior, infinitely neceſſary Exiſtent, and powerful 
active Being that was the Cauſe of our Original: 
This Reaſon directs us to aſſure ourſelves of 
And that all Exiſtences befides, that we know, 
or know not of, whether ſpiritual or material, 
muſt neceſſarily have derived their Beginnings 
ſrom his unlimited Power, unſearchable Wk 
dom, and bounteful Goodneſs; under whole 
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n og 
provi aver Care they and we are continually 
erved, ©. R . 
ks the Knowledge that there is a God 
muſt neceſſarily fall in, as I faid, with the Intel- 
lectuals of every Being endued with a Capacity 
of phyſical Reaſoning ; and how far this may 
reach in Beings of inferior Intelligences, I can- 
not pretend to diſcover : But it no Being of 
inferior Intelligence to Man can diſcover this, 
then Man myſt be a Being of the loweſt Degree 
of Intelligence that can diſcover it. 5 
§. 5. Tis true, we find, in this our relapſed State, 
even ſome Men ſo unaccountably Sceptical as to 

queſtion the real Exiſtence of what their ve 
Senſes teſtify to them; and whether every Thing 
they hear, feel, ſmell, ſee, or taſte, are not only 
Phantoms of Imagination: But I prefume it 
would be in vain to expect, that Arguments can 
reduce theſe Men to their proper Senſes ; tho' I 
am perſuaded, there might be a Methad uſed, that 
would infallibly make them acknowledge, that 
there is ſomething real, and that rather than ſtand 
the Tryal of bodily Tortures, they would ſooner 
give up their beloved Deluſion ; To theſe, then, 
I ſhall forbear to uſe further Arguments, | 

$. 6. And ſhall proceed to enquire, as far as 
Revelation informs us, and Reaſon agree with 
it, into the Nature of the Exiſtences of ourſelves 
and fellow Creatures, particularly of the cogita- 
tive Faculties; which are the Directors of our ac- 
tive Principles, and equally impart to us and 
them the firſt Laws of Self. preſervation. 

Now, this cogitative Faculty, as before pre- 
miſed, in us, and our fellow Creatures 
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the Refult*of ſome Principal either material or 
. ſpiritual ; and whether Matter, as mere Matter, 
can ever be made capable of this cogitative Fa- 


culty has been, and ſtill is, a Diſpute, which has 


not fully been agreed on. 
Now, as I have obſerved, in Matters of Con- 


troverſy, if we would diſcover Truth, tis neceſ- 


fary to ſet aſide Prejudice, and weigh the Rea- 
ſons on both Sides; and where Reaſons are given 


on the one Side, that all the Reaſons on the 


other Side the Queſtion cannot ballance, our Af 
ſent to them may reaſonably be allowed. 


In purſuance, then, of my preſent Purpoſe, I 


ſhall attempt to prove, . 
1. That it is moſt agreeable to Revelation 
and Philoſophy, that Matter, as mere Matter, 
however refined, never was, or ever will be, en- 
dued with the Faculties of Perception, Think. 
ing or Intelligence. | 

2dly. that all Men and Animals, that have the 
Faculties of Perception, Action, and Self-motion, 
are endued with ſome ſpiritual Exiſtences ſuperior 
to the Matter they actuate from the original Foun- 


tain of Self-exiſtence ; and therefore, tho* their 


material Parts are ſubject to Decay and Altera- 
tions, ſo as to diſinherit their cogitative Facul- 


ties, yet that ſuperior Exiſtence which endued 


them with. Perception, and a voluntary Motion 
is not thereby ſubjected to an Excluſion from fu- 
ture .Exiſtence, | E 

y. I ſhall enquire into the Nature of their 
ſeparate Exiſtences, as to their UB 1, Forms or 


Figures, Extentions and Motions, | 
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-—athly The Nature of ſpiritualized Bodies after 
the Reſurrection, Se. 
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CHAP, IL 


K 1. IRS T, I attempt to prove, That it is 
moſt agrecable to Revelation and true 
Philoſophy, (which muſt be always inſeparable ) 
that Matter, as mere Matter, however refined, 
never was, or ever will be endued with the Fa- 
culties of Perception, T hinking, or Intelligence. 
There is no Matter, even, of the gꝑroſſeſt 


Kind, that can ſubſiſt, in its preſent Form, with- 


out a ſpirituous Influence to continue its Coheſion 
of Parts; nor can any vegitative Subſtance be 
encreaſed in its Growth without an actively paſ- 


ive ſpirituous Power upon the Elements that 


adminiſter thereunto: Vet theſe ſpirituous ſubor- 
dinate active Powers are unintelligent of their own 


Acts; ſo that ſpiritual Intelligence of the loweſt 


Degree is a ſuperior Part of the Creation to that 
ſpirituous Influence ; yet this ſpirituous Influ- 
ence is found to be abſolutely neceſſary to conti- 
nue the Coheſion of imperceptible Matter, whe- 
ther in Metals, Minerals, or Vegitables, as well 
as it is exerciſed in the curious material Organs of 
Animals which are ſuperſeded with intellectual, 
immaterial and active Faculties. 


S. 2. It is generally agreed, from the Obſer- 


. of the Curious, That Matter itſelf, how- 
ever altered or tranſmuted, can never ar to be 
| n after once brou ght into Exiſtence, into 


how 


EY 


| how many ſoever Parts it is ſeparated or diſ- 

And that Revelation confirms this Philoſophy, 
may be obſerved by the Accounts we have of 
the general Conflagration of the Heaven and 
Earth, which are ſaid, not to be thereby anni- 
hilated, but changed and made new ; and there- 
by ſo refined that all their Cauſes of preſent Sub- 
jection to Alterations will be wholly removed; 
of which ſee the 5th Section of my IId Part of 
Philoſophical Meditations. 

And it is alſo moſt agreeable to Reaſon, to 
judge that infinite Wiſdom would never create any 
Thing that he did not ſee it would be his Wiſ- 
dom to continue in ſome State, Form, or other, 
tho' it ſhould be ſubjected to ſuch Alterations as 
were agreeable to that Wiſdom, 

And if, from his Wifdom, we may judge 
that the material and inanimateParts of to Crea- 
tion ſhall not ſuffer Annihilation: Shall we ima- 
gine that any of the cogitative Part, after brought 
into Exiſtence, ſhall again ever ceaſe to exiſt, 
when the cogitative Part is that only for which 
the whole incogitative Parts were purely created 
to be uſeful to? 

And, as before obſerved, the whole material 
Part of the Creation is ſupported by a f r 
Influence, which Influence, even that of ight 
and Heat of the Su n, I have in my Philips a4 
Diſſertations proved immaterial. And yet 
ſpirituous and immaterial Influences acting upon 
material Subſtances have no Self- Ju tion of 
their own Actings, but act only paſlivel 
tuperior Agent, and in 6 to the Vo 


(8) 
dk cheir Author, and therefore in exact Confor- 
mity to his „ for the Benefits only of 
his rational and ſenſitive Creatures. 
F. 3. Therefore the moſt refined Matter what- 
foever can never be endued with perceptive or 
cogitative Faculties, when even the Coheſion of 
inſenſitive Matter, and the Vegitation of incogi- 
tative Trees, Plants Metals, &c. are preſerved and 
nouriſhed by an unintelligent ſpirituous Influence, 
which, tho' neareſt akin to ſpiritual Intelligence, 
comes ſo far ſhort of it, that 'it is only 
fively active, without Knowledge, Senſe, or Per- 
ception of its own Nature or Power. f 
8. 4. Therefore; that which has ſpiritual Intelli- 
gence, and is endued with a Power of voluntary 
Action, and Self-. motion, muſt neceſſarily be en. 
dued with ſomething more ſublime, and of a 
Tpiritual and immaterial Eſſence. From whence 
ſhall endeavour to make it appear in the next 
Chapter. | my 
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3 Poros TON the Seconds. 
HAT all Men and Animals, that have 
the Faculties of Perception, Action, and 

Self. motion, are endued with ſome ſpiritual 
Exiſtences ſuperior to the Matter they actuate 
from the original Fountain of Self- exiſtence; and 
„ 1 
Ws. Tho' 


» Tho" their material Parts are ſuhjected to Des 
cay, and Alteration, ſo as to difinherit their co» 
gitative Faculties, yet that ſuperior Exiſtence, . 
which endued them with Perception, and a vo- 
luntary Motion, is not thereby ſubjected to an Ex- 
cluſion from further Exiſtence, __ e 
F. 1. It is to be obſerv'd, as before noted, That 
the Creator of all Things is an infinite ſpiritual, 
immaterial Being, who exiſts without Cauſe or 
Original,-and that it is impoflible but that ſuch an 
Exiſtence muſt ever BE: And that there cannot 
poſſibly be any other Exiſtences whatſoever, but 
what have had a Creation, and derived their Be- 
ginnings from the Wiſdom and Power of this ne- 
ceſſary, independent, ſelſ-exiſtent, and infinitely 
perfect Being, FR is 
Therefore all other Exiſtences, whether ſpiri- 
tual or material muſt derive their Originals 405 
this firſt Cauſe, ſo that whatſoever elſe have any 
Exiſtences have enter d thereinto by the Product 
of the Almighty Power of that infinite unorigi- 
nated Being, who from his abſolute Perfections 
was capable, by his Power, to bring into Exiſtenco 
'- Whatever was agreeable to Wiſdom. | 
So that before, if I may fo { this neceſſary 
Exiſtence began to produce other Beings, whether 
they are ſpiritual and intelligent; ſpirituous, and 
paſſively active; or material, and purely paſlive, 
none of them could have any Manner or Form 
of Exiſtence before they received One from this 
infinite and powerful Agent. * 
Hence all ſuch Exiftences have their Depen- 
dance upon this infinite Agent, and muſt be by 
him. created, and could 8 be in any ay 

i | Om 
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-From Eternity; for whatever had an Orignal muſt 

| have an Enterance into Exiſtence ; and whatever 
Was firſt created, Time muſt therewith com- 
mence; as Whatever hereafter may be brought 
into Being, but as yet has not made its Entrance 
Time is at preſent no Time to that Being which 
ſhall be hereafter, therefore there was no Timie at 
all before the firſt Creation, ſince Time only re- 
ſ ſuch dependent Beings, which receive their 
e from this unoriginated independent 
Cauſe. | | 4 f . CUES. > EI Bk 
So that created Exiſtences only can have reſpect 
to Time, and be progreſſive in their Beings ; for 
where there is a Bes inning of a Being, that 
Being muſt be progreiſive in its Exiſtence from 
that Beginning, tho' continued to Eternity here- 
after; ſo that their after Eternity will be ever 
lengthening ; but where there is no Beginning, 
there can be no Progreſſion, nor lengthening 
—_— paſt, or ſhortening of Eternity to come. 
Nothing, then, could be from Eternity but 
GOD, whatever elſe are now in Exiſtences muſt 
be by him produced from their before Non-en- 
tities, or Nan-exiftences ; as I have prov'd in the 
Beginning of my Survey of tbe fix Days Works 
F © the Creation, lately publiſhed, | _ | 
Thus Matter, and all ſpirituous Influences, 74 


pointed their proper Offices to act unintelligent y 


upon it, muſt be created: As alſo all ſpiritual In- 
telligences ſeparated from the Divine Efſenceg 
whether ſuch as were brought into Beings with- 
ont material Habitations, or ſuch as have been 

brought into Being thro an unparalled and in- 


(28:3 , 
imitable Modification of Matter prepared er their 


Habitations. 

Whatever, then, has been created 4 be 
from a ſpiritual ' and immaterial Eſſence, in 
whom exiſts Life and Action neceſſarily to all 
Perfection. 

And whatever, by his Almi ghty active Powers, 
he has, in Wiſdom created is either active or 
five, intelligent or unintelligent; but we 
Materiality inactive and unintelligent. 
For Matter of the moſt refined Kind, can fp 
no Footſteps of Perception by Self-motion or vo- 
luntary Activity; and as this is no Property of 
its Nature, it could not be created for any Uſe- 
fulneſs or 2 to itſelf, and cher "_ 
was rly made ve to de ready for fi 
5 ee active Part — the Cre- 
ation ſhould have Occaſions for it, either to exer- 
ciſe their Times and Labours upon with advan- 
tageous Views, or where any active ſpirituous In- 
fluences proceeded from it, thoſe influences are, 
by the Alwiſe Creator, fo fixed and eſtabliſhed as 
to anſwer all their other neceſſary Occafions. - - 
But the active intelligent Faculties in — 
Bodies muſt neceſſarily be ſuperior to the Matter 
they actuate, or to any ſpirituous Influences pro- 
ceeding from any material Subſtances, fince both 
the Bodies of Men and other Animals, when 
they become emptied of that ſuperior Exiſtence, - 
either 1 r or by a natural 
Decay 0 eto be intelligent or ac- 
tive, and ere paſſive, as the very 
inanimate material 9 which had before 
been 3 their Uſe and Service. 

C 2 Now 


7 


3 en) 
No as there are ſpirituous Influences void of 
ſpiritual Intelligence, which have no manner of 
material Efſtuvia carried along with them in their 
money Actings, except by being inc 
with the Elements in -which, and with which, 
they are appointed to act, How can it be ima- 
wed that the moſt refined of material Subſtan- 
Les, as mere Matter, were ever deſigned by the 
Great Author e, Nature to have any manner of 
Perception; fince what is created either entirely 
| _ or only made unintelligently and ſubor- 
dinately active, could never receive any Pleaſure 
but Pain from Intelligence? 

For voluntary Activity is a Con eoquence of In= 
*telligence ; but if Machinery Activity could be 
accompanied with Intelligence, it would be for- 
ed to act involuntarily and without its own Con- 
"ſent, and therefore give it Pain in its Acti 
ſo that it could not be agreeable to infinite WiC. 
dom to give e without voluntary Ace- 
tivi | 

2 The Uſogrning Mr. Leek, in his IId vo- 
ines of Humane Under handing. Chap. iti, in his 
Notes upon Sect. 6. tho' he does not perfectly 

determine the Immateriality of the Soul, yet con- 
feſſes, that it was to the higheſt Degree probable, 
that the think ing Subſtance 1 in ws is immaterial ; 
yet, tho“ be could not ſee it demonſtrable from 


the Principles of Philoſophy, he ſhould with Joy 
; receive ſuch a Demonſtration. 


Now if the Nature of the Enqui 


ry would not 


admit of — Demonſtration, from philoſo- 
- phical Principles, (as I hope to prove it will, to 
_ the. higheſt © ore of Probability at leaſt ) the 
Deter- 


Ok ay) 
Determination, 1 ＋ Men of Reaſon and 
Judgment, muſt be founded upon the Reaſona- 
eſs of the Hypotheſis and its Agrecablenes 
to P 
And as I have impartiall made Enquirics 
into this Subject, ſo I ſhall A down he 
which have prevailed with me to believe 
the cogitative Faculties, in all Men and Ani 
are immaterial and immortal: In Purſuance c 
which I ſhall firſt attempt to remove the chiefeſt 
Objections that ſeems to lie in the Wax 
Now, Mr. Lock, as above obſerv'd. believed 
the Soul's Immateriality was in the higheſt Des 
-Free probable, and the chiefeſt Difficulty he la- 
Your 12 to cauſe his queſtioning of it, ap- 
pear'd to be this; His obſerving from the Words 
of Solomon, Eccl. Chap. iii. ver. 19, 21. That 
which befalleth the Sons of Men, befalleth the 
Beaſts, even one thing befalleth- «them, as the one 
dieth, ſo dieth the other, yea they have all one 
Spirit, bo knoweth. the Spirit of a Man that 


goeth upward, and the Spirit of @ Beaſt that 
goeth down to the Earth ? 


In which Place, ſays Mr. Lock, it is plain, 
* that Solomon applies the Word Spirit to a Sub- 
* ſtance out of which Materiality was not whol- 
* ly excluded, unleſs the Spirit of a Beaſt that 
goeth down to the Earth be immaterial.” 
So that it a that Mr. Lock's Scruple, con- 
Concerning. t Immateriality of the Soul, de- 
pended upon his prepoſſeſſed Notions, that the 
Souls or Spirits of Beaſts, or our Fellow-Ani- 
mals, are mortal, and therefore material: For, 
how * in the ſame Note, in Argument oh 


(14) 

the Biſhop of Worceſter, * Here I take Liberty 
= a ie that me Lordſhip allows Brutes 
« to have Senſation ; it will follow, either that 
God can or doth give to ſome Parcels of Mat- 
u ter a Power of Pere erception or Thinking, or 
« 4 that, all Animals have immaterial, and conſe- 
ently, accotding to your Lor , immor- 

N 45 ha Souls, as =" as Jaw, 10 1 ſay that 
< Fleas and Mites have immortal Souls as well 
as Men, will poſſibly be look'd on as going a 
RE, Way to ſerve. an Hypotheſis.” ©. | 
rom which Reply it appears that the Canks. 
ence, which Mr. Lock plainly ſaw would be 
wn from this Hypotheſis, via. That whatever 

is endued with Se tion, or Perception, Action, F 
and voluntary Motion, it muſt be from an imma- 
terial Principle in that Exiſtence, tho' the Sub- 


ſo actuated be of material Organization: | 


Which, ſays he, if this ſhould be allowed, then 
the Canſequence i is, Beaſts muſt have immaterial. 
ag immortal Souls as well as Men. 

But if this is an unavoidable Conſequence, muſt 
we therefore give up the Hypotheſis, which is 
only to be given up on Account of ſuch a Conſe- 
quence, and. which otherwiſe is confeſſed, by 
Mr. Lock himſelf, to have the higheſt Probability 
in Man. 

But if Mr. Lock would ſooner give up this 
Hypotheſis, which he acknowledged had the 
higheſt Probability concerning the Immaterialit7 
of the Souls of Men, and yet allow them to. be 

immortal, tho' material, becauſe Solomon had 
faid, they had all one Spirit. Then from this 
e that Men and Beaſts have * one 
: pi rit 


3 
Spirit, and from the Hypotheſis, chat they arc 
both material Spirits, no Conſequence will follow 
to prove the Souls of Men are immortal only, 
and the Souls of Beaſts mortal: So that except it 
could be proved that the one was immaterial and 
the other material, the Conſequence of the Hypa- | 
theſis ſubſiſts for the one as well as the other. 
9 115 the chief Difficulty which Mr. Lock 
might labour under concerning the aforefaid Quo- 
tation from Solomon, was how to reconcile the laſt. 
Verſe quoted, where after he faid, Yea they haue 
all one Spirit; he adds, Who knoweth the Spirit 
of a Man that goeth upward, and the Spirit gf 
Beaſt that goeth down to the Earth, ' * ©» 
But I humbly apprehend that if the Prepoſſefſion 
of the prevailing Notion of the Spirits of Beafts 

being annihilated, when forced from their material 
Vehicles, was not ſtrongly predominant amongſt 
the Generality of Men, it would be eaſily percei- 
ved that what Solomon there ſpoke will amount td 
no more than this, v/z, That the Spirit of Man 
only diſtinguiſhed him of an higher and more 
ſublime Intelligence than the Beafis, or his other 
Fellow Animals, and therefore of a ſuperlative Pe- 
netration, and capable to receive more advanced 
Degrees of Knowledge and Pleaſures, when re- 
leaſed from the bodily Organs, and this he expreſ- 
ſes by his Spirit going upward, or his being raiſed 
to higher Degrees of Perlection in Knowledge and 
Pleaftires, than the Capacities of the Beaſts were 
capable to entertain. * ! 

For the Spirit of a Beaſt going down to the 
Earth, only ſhews their Incapacity of Advance. 


| (616) 
ment in ſuch Knowledge and Enjoyments of An- 
| Pleaſures, which the ſuperior Compoſure of 


lica 
* Spirit of Man, in his original Creation above 
the Beaſts, was naturally and purpoſely qualified 
ebene Nagy: Roy _—_ this Difference 1 
their pro ada d diſtinguiſhi uali- 
a — K 5 l Spirit of Man is aid wg 
upwards, and the Spirit of the Beaſt to go down 
to the Earth: For the Spirits of Beaſts being not 
adapted to ſuch high Intelligences as Men's, they 
muſt remain under their lower Degrees of Intel- 
KH and Cogitation, which ſuited the Capa- 


- cities and Intentions of their firſt Creation; in 


which, notwithſtanding, they will remain perfect- 
- by fatisfied with the Eaſe and Liberty they will 
n enjoy, being as much as their Capacities 
Nov the Difficulty, as before obſerved, that Mr, 
Lock ſeemed to labour under, was how to recon- 
cile the Immateriality of the Spirits of Beaſts with 
thoſe of Men, and yet allow the one immortal 
and the other mortal, fince if they were both 
proved immaterial they muſt neceſſarily be both 
proved immortal, and that therefore. rather than 
allow theirs immortal he would ſooner chuſe to 
allow Men's Souls alſo of the fineſt material Sub- 
ances, tho' he acknowledged that it was to the 
bigheſt 8 that they were imma - 
terial, but of the Conſequence, of their 
having ane Spirit with the Beaſts, and their Im- 
materiality proving their Immortality, as well as 
thoſe of Men; therefore he ſooner choſe to allow 
Man's Soul material as well as the Beaſt, and ta 
pedolve Man's Immortality into the Will of _ 

2 only; 


(77) : 
nl; The Conſequence of this 1 have, ba 


- „ 

flumbling Block that ſeerhed to detain Mr. Zack 
yon he Berne fs ROE 
Hypotheſis, which, from his own Words, is cleatly 
{cen,; for, he obſerves, if it be granted, That 
whatever Matter is ſo modified as to entertain Per- 
ception, Action, and Self. motion, it muſt be en- 
dued with ſomething ſuperior to the moſt te- 
- Gel inn, pat be from a Principle of Imma- 


teriality. Then, ſays be, Fleas and Mites muff 
1 — n or as well as Men: But that 


2 they have, ſays be, will poſſibly be looked 
L upon as going a great Way to ſerve an Hy- 


W which. 1 do not find but both Mr. Tack, 
R Lordſhip leave the Matter 

as neither of them ſeeming inclinable to maintain 
the Conſequence : - But it is not the 
of an Hypotheſis, as, I have before obſerved, 
that can prove an Hypotheſis falſe, and which 


otherwiſe carries the greateſt Probability, 

the Con! ln no rational Vine 

tion: $0 + But as I think, L hae mou. or ſhall 

prove, the Conſequente to 

——.— Er Hood to the 
bable, that Fleas, Mites, &c. 

8 


I know the cs Cy irits, ko 
ſuch deſpicable Animals as Fleas and do 
now ee bee put Mr. Lock to a Stand, 
and to queſtion from whether the Hypo- 
theſs that ing anended with fach a onſoquene 


_— 
1 725 hays 
en „ and knew, that except h 
Lerdſhip would allow it, he muſt be drove to 

de up his Hypotheſis, which he $14 9m he 
ould ſooner do than defend the Conſequence, 
becauſe he. believed him, as well as himfelf, to 
be of the general received Opinion to the contrary. 

. as I faid, general received Opinions can- 

ve an Hypotheſis falſe, no more can 

the d nſequences of them for their being gene- 
rally rejected; therefore reaſonable Arguments 
Seki to ballance our "ay ae before general 
teceived Notions, and t e Prejudices of fri Per« 
ſuaſions. 33 

Thus having conſidered the Intent We Import 
of the Words of So/omen, upon which Mr, 8 
ſeemed to ſtumble; I ſhall next conſider the 
Words of David, Fſal. xlix. 12. Man being in 
Honour, abi deth not, he is like the Beafis that 


. 

This is ſo general an Objection to this Hype 
theks that this muſt ſignify their Excluſion from 
Farther Exiſtence after this Life, that I thought 

here to. give it a diſtin Confideration. 
Mokending firſt © thew, that this Hypotheſis is 
not contradictory, but agreeable to Revelation, 
and then to confirm it from philoſophical Rea- 


ſonings Ie 

For that this, and all other Places of the Serips 
tures; that mention the Beaſts that periſh, can 
ſignify no more than their ble Condition 
in this Life, from their Subjection to Vanity by 
Man's Trangrefſion, and his now Authotity over 


their Liv es, will 3 PPT by, the e 


2. TY > 


C Wo Scruple 
to remove t 
wats let it be co „ how 2 I 
for the Scriptures to uſe the'very fame Ex 

upon ſeveral Occaſions upon Man's 

even, upon his own Subjection to | 
in 1 Sam. xxvil. 1. 1 ſha Bal now perifh ns Do 
the Hand of Saul. Efth. iv. 16. if I periſs, 
Null. ſays gte, 1 en ſhe was to go into the 


ng, contrary" to Low: to fave 1 88720 
People. And Jab iv. g. By the Blaſt of God 
(the Ungodly) periſpb. And xxxiv. 15. A Fl, 
"ſhall periſh together, and Man ſhall turn ag 
unto Duſt. Eccl. vii. 15. There is a juſt Man 
that periſheth in his Righteouſneſs. Iſaiah vii. i. 
The Righteous periſhet no Man layeth it to 
Hart. 0 vil. 2. The oF Man i 15 periſhed 
out of the Earth. 

So. that no Concluſion can be drawn from the 
"Expreſſion, He is like the Beafts that periſh ; 
that, therefore they will ceaſe to exiſt, ſinc you 
ſee the very ſame Expreffions are uſed u pon the 
"periſhable, Condition of Man's preſent State, ge 1 
think, no one will argue, that theſe Texts inſtruct 
us by "theſe Words, Periſhing, ſpoken of Man, that 
n Kar caſe to exiſt, And 
t e Expreſſion e Beaſts periſhing do not 
thereunto 6. vg as has been ge erally wulle 
1 think, will plainly appear 8 ws St. Paul 
affirms in his $th Chap. of his Epiſtle to the N- 
_ mans from. ver. the 19th to the 23d. For the 
. earneſt Expedtation of 5 Creature Aer forthe 
i * Manifeftation of the Sons of Gad. For the 5 
"ture was made ſubject to LO „not willingly ; 


2 


. Out thro bim ww yt a ſled th ** 


* 


tion, voluntary Action, and Self- motion is actua 
ted with ſomething ſuperior to Matter, which 
muſt be therefore perfectly immaterial and im- 
I come now to conſider what St. Paul plainly 
affirms in the above Verſes, which will ſupport 
my Interpretations before put upon thoſe Texts, 
that have, by ſome Commentators been urged 
to ſpeak what was not intended by them; bat 
when what has been produced to deny a Propoſi- 
tion is fully cleared from the Senſe that has been 


put upon it to that End; then ſuch Interpretation 
can have no Force, nor be oppoſed to an Aſſir- 
mative of the Propoſition ; but the Affirmative 
will ſtand in Force, and not be obliged to a 
tained Interpretation, to make it conformable 
. to. the darkened Senſe put upon ſuch Scriptures 
that have been e ein ſuppoſed to contradict 
' the plain Senſe, which theſe Texts carry along 


* s * * 7 * I 4 1 6 be FP » 
- - 8 4 ” | ol 2 FO 
% , 1 3 * 
SS » id 2 
* * 


Cen) 
be Expreſlone of che Beafls tha periſh, 
haye ſeen, can only ſignify their Subjeckion 4 
Vanity; vi. ta periſh, or loſe their preſent La 
by the Will of Man: But here St. Paul 
tells us, That ſhall have a Deliverance 7752 
the Bondage of Corruption into the glorious HLA. 
berty of the Children of God. Which can ä 
no leſs than their being delivered Fom th 
preſent Slaveries and Oppreſſions (in this their 
periſhing State) they here groan under, thro' the 
arbitrary Authority Man here exerciſes oyer them, 
not only to a perfect Freedom from any further 
Apprehenſions of Slavery and fearful Serie 


hut alſo to a full and compleat Liberty, Neto: 
Love, 


the Pleaſures that their Capacities are 
receive from the reciprocal and m 
that ſhall for ever, then, ſubfiſt between them 
and the Sons of God : When the Sons of God, 
by the Redemption of their Bodies, to a , more 
glorious State N 0 fell from, ſhall then 
with pure Love, grant them all the Indulgences, 
Freedoms and L Bere that their Capar des are 
capable to receive any Pleaſures from. 
. t, as I have before obſerved, their Cape 
ties were never calculated to enjoy thoſe incon- 
ceivable Pleaſures from the original F of 
Creation as Man; in whoſe Image, 
of all the J habitants of this Globe, + Hers 
and was ach m San and 
the Governor of the whole Animal Creation of 
the Earth: And as by his Tranſgreſſion he had 
99 a rey Creature or the whole Creation, 
For the Creature itſelf was made ſub. 


anity, * a 


| r 
ae of its owrn Choice; therefore Man's Re- 


demption, and m a e Reſtoration by 
Chrift, has 5 a he Hope of the Creatures 
\Deliverarce into their glorious Liberty ; For we 
#now that the 'whole Creation groaneth and tra- 
_watleth in Pain together until now, And not only 
2 ou ſelves alſo, which baue the rf ga 
the S 
/ nf rt us obſerve, that the Apoſtle f 
f Creature and Man, Wiſin kann each other 
For wwe know that the whole Creation (or as it is 
an the Margin of our Bibles, every Creature 
; tat is, every created Exiſtence, in the hof 
Creation, viſible to us, graaneth, that is the in- 
telligent Part thereof; and travaileth, that is the 
paſhve and unintelligent Part of it, in Pain toge- 
er; the one in Feeling, and the other in Vicif- 
tudes of Changes; unti! now, or in their pre- 
Fent Circumſtances : Then to make the Diſtinc- 
tion between Man and other Creatures, he adds, 
and not 'only they, but ourſelves, (we Men) alho, 
which have the firſt Fruits of the Spirit, groan 
toit bin aur ſelves, waiting for the Adoption, to wit, 
the 8 Four Bodies. 
can be more plain, than that this muſt 
x the: . oh of diſtinct Kinds of Beings, where the 
Advancement in ſpiritual Knowledge and 
Dagens above the other, and where thoſe of 
the lower Degrees thereof had been ſubjected to 
Vanity by the 1 Will and Tranſgreſſion of the 
higher; but upon the Redemption of the higher, 
the lower, that had been ſubjected to Vanity by 
their Tranſgr eſſion, ſhould (and ve 5 
| 0 by their Redemption be alſo d vlivered 2 
| 75 . \ 


- Fhis Paſſage af St. Paul does ſufficiently Vine 
dicate my former Explication of thoſe Texts from 
: LE pong peaking of the Beaſts that 

r e it appear, 

b not to be und el theie cells cealing to exilÞ 
in their intellectual Faculties. And that I am not 
ſingular in my Judgement in the In payed 
St. Paul, you may find the Rev. 
in his Comment upon the New Te 2 
from theſe Verſes, that by the Word Creature, 
the brutal Creation was fignified: Alſo, the Rev. 
Mr. Bolton in his Sermons. upon the 8th Chap, 
of Romans maintains, and by many ſubſtantial 
Arguments proves the ſame, and produces. many 
learned and pious Authors of the ſame Perſua- 
ſton : So likewiſe the 2+" Dr. Sherlock, * ng 
cellent Book upon Death, upon quoting the 224 
Verſe of this 8th Chap. 4 ns For we 
know that the whole Creation, after the Words, 
WHOLE CREATION, he ſubjoins in a Parentheſis 
(which muſt needs ſignify the whole viſible Cre- 
ation) and therefore what the Margin of our 
Bibles denotes every Creature. 

So that it appears that Revelation agrees- with 
Reaſon and Philoſophy to ſtrengthen the Propo- 
2 have bebe to yah to 2” 
gh, arr ear” true Philoſophy a mrſs 
fry Guides to direct our Underſtandings in our 
Searches into the true Intent and ing of 


hs e J ſhall further conſult this * 


— 
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$2. ND n I ſhall firſt conſider, the 

Nature of the Caſe from God's infitite 


Wiſdam and Goodneſs, which muſt neceſſarily 
he exerciſed in every individual Part of his Crea- 
rock So that wherein the greateſt Wiſdom and 
in the Exerciſe of Omnipotent 
Fore: an} le unlimited Mercy ; that Side of the 
ſhews the greateſt Exerciſe of theſe 
. in a diſputed rates may cer. 
tainly be moſt ſafely 7 . % 
< 4 would then enquire, Whether it would ap- 
more. wiſe for a ond! of 8 25 Perfections, 
owl and Foreſight to bring any Bei 
mto er which 15 foreſaw Rk: be 15 
Wiſdom again to annihilate? Would not this be 
to ſuppoſe, that he could only create them to 
ſerve ſome particular End for ſome other Beings, 
that he had made their Superiors, and that hay 
had no End to ſerve of their own, after their Set 
vitudes in their Subjection to Vanity ? 
Inactive Matter, which is of no Uſe to itsſelf, 
it would be equal to it, as to its own Being, he- 
ther it exiſted or not, becauſe it has als ok. 
tion to covet its own. Exiſtence, and yet, as e 5 
Wiſdom of God has brought it into Exiſtence, 
it is generally agreed that it will for ever continue 
tiene ſome Form or other. But thoſe 


' Beings endued with Life, are as capable as ours 
ſelves of Pleaſure or Pain ariſing from the Or- 
gans of Senſation. "ER 
We likewiſe find in every Animal the ſtrongeſt 
Inclinations after Self-preſervation, and the greateſt 
Dread of ſeeeming Deſtruction, and that it is 
moſt terrible to them to think of the Diſſolu- 
tion of their preſent State; Muſt it not then bg 
more dreadful to think of not being at all, ſup» 
poſing them capable of that Extent of Thought? 
For tho' ſome Men, thro' a Miſapplication of 
their Reaſon, have, even wiſhed themſelves out 
of Being, and ſome, thro' a Diſorder of their in- 
tellectual Faculties, have been their own Execu- 
tioners; yet we could never diſcover any of the 
brutal Creation, under the moſt abject, debaſed. 
Figures, Forms or Circumſtances, but they have 
conſtantly, with the utmoſt Circumſpection, taken 
Care of their own and their Progemies Preſer- 
vations, which muſt ſhew that, even they covet 
to preſerve their own Continuance in that Exif» - 
tence they find themſelves in, in whatſoever Spe- 
cies. or Circumſtances they are.. 
And can we ſuppoſe, that God, in infinite Wil⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs, would create ſuch numerous 
2 of Creatures, and endue them all with 
| ſuch intire Satisfaction, in their different Stations 
and Capacities, as that they ſhould all equally 
covet and ſtrive after a Continuance of their pre- 
ſent Exiſtences, even, under their Subjection to 
Vanity, while they are our Vaſſals, and liable to 
periſh. by our Wills and Pleaſures; and when 
they have anſwer'd our Wills here only, that they 
ſhall than be excluded from further Exiſtence, 


__ 


- > oo. 
| When they 15 dead an Excluſton from their 
ſent, that they would _ chuſe to continue 
as at preſent they e 
Let it be ee whether this would ap- 
an Act of ſo much Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in the Great Creator, as the Hypotheſis I am 
now defending ;. to create ſuch numerous Species 
of Creatures, with Faculties to covet their pre · 
ſent Exiſtence, Fg Sher have no Deſign to con- 
tinue thereingf} 8 Faculties, which he 
bas given then to breathe after it, but to Dy. 
and angihilate their ſuperior Parts? 

And if, as before obſerved, Matter, as mere. 
ynintelligent Matter, will not ceaſe to be Matter 
in one Form or other, when once brought into 
Fence. Can it be thought more Wiſdom in 

Jod to continue its Exiſtence, than to continue. 

ie Exiſtences of the Intelectuals of all Ani- 
Mals, tak © he Had. endued with thoſe ſuperior 
Faculties? 

Can we imagine that it will be agreeable to 
Bis Wiſdom and Goodneſs to annihilate or take 
away theſe perceptive Faculties, which he had 

ven them ſo much Defire to continue and enjoy, 
2 25 only by them they had ſerved the preſent 
| cs of their Governor, Man ; when he had 
why the Enjoyment thereof ſo dear to cg 
ſelves, and might alſo hereafter be rendered more 
| advantageous to their Governors, with entire Sa- 
tisfaction to themſelves ? I ſubmit this to your 
own Anſwer, *' 

F. 2. Now all Animals, as 1 have obſerved, 
even of the moſt deſpicable Forms, and Uſe to, 
us, * as fond of their own Exiſtencies, and ſeek” 
. 7 


0 
4 


2 


6279 
* reſerve them, as thoſe of a ſeem- 
ingly more Laluable Rank or Station; ; for, in 

whatſoever Degree, Rank or Specie they are cre- 
ated, could not have been the ſame identical 

Heings of any other Kind, but muſt either be of 
that Species they are created; or elſe not be cre- 
ated at all ; for the Spirit or Soul in one Animal 
could not be the ſame identical Soul in another 
Specie, nor act in, any other Sphere; and there- 
fore that Body in which it receiy Exiſtence 
is only and properly adapted to itꝰ Mate and Cir- 
cumſtances: Thus the Spirit of a Butterfl could 
not occupy or ſubſiſt in the Body of a Bes nor 
that of a Bee in a Butterfly, _ 

But we find the Bodies and Spirits of al Ani- 
mals ſo properly adapted to each other, that there 
is that Piteſs and Harmony in their preſent 
Union, that each Animal is entirely. ſatisfied with 
their own Manner of "5 Ky, and dread to 
be turned out of it, notwithſtanding their Manner 
of Life ſeems ever ſo def picable and mean to us ; 
from whence it is undeniably Pha, that they 
covet to continue in Exiſtence, let their Circum- 
ſtances appear to us ever ſo abject, and tho' under 

their W Subjection to Vanity, and continual 

Fears to periſh, as to their preſent State, thro? us, 

or ſome other Fellow Animal of greater Strength, 

or more voratious than themſelves, 

Now, if it be an Argument, as is generally al- 
lowed, that becauſe it is natural in Man to dread 
Non-entity, the Conſequence is, there is a future 
State for him : If then all Animals covet Life and 
Exiſtence, they may be truly ſaid to abhor Non- 
ut therefore * is a ſuture State for fone 

2 or 


For if the Concluſion hold for the one it muſt for 
the other, ag” Wy 721 
S. 3. I ſhall next anſwer ſome Objections that 
2 been made againſt this philoſophical Hy- 
potheſis. © 1 
8 Men take Offence at this Hypotheſis, and 
fay, F the Souls of Beaſts ſhall be immortal, they 
have certainly the Preference to Men, in that they 
are not capable of ſo much Reaſon, as to become 
culpable fa beir Actions, and therefore not Pur 
niſi able in another Life; but as they (Men) may 
render themſelves liable to-Puniſhments in a future 
State, by their Attings in this, contrary to the in- 
ward Rectitude tbeir Mings, ſo rather than feel 
the imward Apprebenſions of theſe Fears, they had 
rather that God had made them Horſes, Dogs, or 
the like, 1 

In anſwer to this I ſhall ff obſerve: 
Sad could not have made any Animal other 
than he hath done; neither Horſe nor Dog could 
have been made a Man, nor could a Man have 
been made a Horſe or a Dog ; their Species are 
quite different, and their Sameneſs diſtin& ; the 
very difference of the Kinds is a perfect Barrier 
to the Change of their identical Properties: Tis 
ſufficient that God has ſo adapted every one to 
their own Kinds, as every one is ſatisfied with 
their own Shapes, Offices, and Appointments, 
which are ſo juſtly adapted one to the other that 
they all equally obſerve the Laws of Self- pre- 
ſervation, according to their different Forms, and 
different Ways and Manners of ſeeking it. | 
hut allowing them to have a future Exiſtence, 

and here under no Conſciouſneſs of their 3 

an 


n 
F 
nd therefore not puniſhable for any: Are they | 


therefore to be envied by us, or are we to 
we could have been made like them? 
To have been one of them, it is impoſſible 
ou could, to be the ſame identical Perſon. And 
it muſt be a mean Way of thinking, to wiſh our- 
ſelves of lower Degrees of Intelligence than God 
has created us. Few Kings and Potentates, ad- 
vanced to an imperial Throne, would be willi 
to exchange their State of Life with the mean 
of their Subjects, notwithſtanding their Kingdoms 
do commonly involve them in more Perplexities 
than ever the meaneſt of their Subjects are ac- 
quainted with, and could no more bear than the 
| King could comply to the State of Life of ſuch a 
Subject; and therefore it is reaſonable that each 
remain beſt pleaſed with their preſent Station. 
And there is no Man has any Occaſion to ter- 
rify himſelf with the dreadful Apprehenfions of 
future Paniſhments, who does not maliciouſly op- 
poſe the extenſive Offers of God's Mercies, 
in the univerſal Redemption of Mankind, by 
his ever bleſſed Son, who ever lives to make In- 
terceſſion for us: Chriſt lays no unreaſonable 
Commands upon us: His Ways are Ways of Plea- 
fantneſs, and all his Paths are Peace: For what. 
iy it that God requires of thee, O Man, but to do 
juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with. 
a Or as our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf expreſ- 
ſeth it, To do to all Men, as ye would they ſhould 
40 to you; which is ſo reaſonable a Duty, (where- 
in is comprehended the Law and the Prophets 
and indeed the very Goſpel Diſpenſation) that no 
rationat Being can judge it to be an unreaſonable 
| Ipjunce 
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junction. And he who does but ſincerely ene 


5 70 to obſerve it, needs not be under any 
| Apprehenſions of becoming obnoxious to 
future Puniſhments, or of coming into a _ 
Condition. in a future State than P; Beaſts, that 
2 here ſubject to 2 by wh or one no- 
- "nw 
How mean, cowardly, anne muſt 
it be, then, for any ga ct upon God for 
having endued bim with a Spirit of a more noble 
and 2 Capacity than his inferior Fellow 
Animals, who are ang ſubjected to our Wills 
and Services? And who can envy them a future 
Exiſtence becauſe they cannot have a worſe than 
what they have here ? Surely our mutual Con- 
cern for them can be no leſs than to with them 
2 the Pleaſures hereafter, that their Natures are 
ble to receive, as well as to uſe them wich 
the Indulgences here, which the Dignity 
of our advanced Underſtandings, where the I- 
mage of God is not _ defaced in humane 
N ature, will mutually 
4. There are e 3 have objected that, 
If the Beaſts, and all obnoxtous Animals will have 
any Exiſtence in a future State, How can it be- 
wſtifiable for us to take away their Lives, and to 
make Uſe of the Fleſh of ſome for Food, and to de- 
Arey at our Pleaſures ſuch we of Animals 
that are noxious to us 3h 
I anſwer, 
The Conſequence of Man' s Relapſe Fe his 


Original Purity has rendered theſe Things necef- 


fary to the preſent Situation of their and our own 
. Subjec= 


—_—_ 
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Subje&tion- to Vanity: But in Chriſt there is a 
Promiſe of a Reſtitution of all Things. 
- But there could be no ſuch Reſtitution 1 
our preſent Subjection to Vanity be removed, 

as that cannot be effected for us in this Life, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that our intellectual Faculties 
ſhould be firſt ſeparated from theſe material Ve- 
hicles of Fleſh and Blood, ſo that we, or they 
could have no Reſtitution. from our Subjection 
to Vanity and Miſery, . but thro' the Gates of 
Death, or by a Separation of the preſent Union 
of Body and Soul; and as Man was made the 
Governor of the whole Animal Creation of the 
Earth, all Animals were put in Subjection ta 
him, and were, by his Tranſgreſſion ſubjected. 
to the Bondage of Corruption, ſo their Lives 
have been put into Man's Power; but the Iſſues 
of Man's Life and Death God hath. reſerv'd to 
himſelf; And as the whole Animal Creation were, 
made ſubject to Man, and by Man have been 
roender'd liable to Death, and ſubject to Vanity, 
tho” they may ſtill each of them covet a preſent 
a in Life; yet God, who knows that 
their preſent Lives are here but burthenſome to 
them, and purpoſing their Deliverance by their 
Deaths, has allow'd Man the Prerogative to have 
the Iſſues of their preſent Lives in his Hands, as 
it may beſt ſuit his Purpoſe to take them away, 
provided they do it not with Delight, and an in- 
ſulting arbitrary Pleaſure to turn it to an Act of 
Cruelty; ſince, in his Wiſdom, and tender Mer- 
cies, which are over all his Works, he has reſerved. 
for them a future Deliverance from their Bondage 
of Corruption, which will ſufficiently _— | 
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1 8 them for their preſent Sufferings; for ſays, 
| St. Paul, in the Sth Chap. of his Epiſtle to the 
| | Romans, ver. the 18th, which immediately pro- 
| eeeds thoſe before quoted, I reckon that the Suf-. 
erings of the preſent Time are not worthy to be 
_ compared with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in 
us: Which from the ſucceeding Verſes before con- 
fidered, I think, plainly appears to relate to the 
Creatures preſent Sufferings, as well as Man's, 
fince it immediately follows: For the earneſt Ex- 
Pectation of the Creature waiteth for the Mani- 
feſtation of” the Sons of God. For the Creature 
was made ſubject to Vanity, not willingly, &c. 80 
that tho” they are ſubject to Vanity and Death by 
the Tranſgreſſion of their Governor, Mar, and to 
the Suffering of ſuch Miſeries that are the Con- 
ſequences thereof, yet, even, by Death their De- 
| Hverance from their preſent Sufferings is brought 
about, ſo that their preſent Sufferings, as well as 
ours, are not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory which ſhall be revealed in us; or mani- 
feſted in us; which Manifeſtation in vs, the Crea- 
ture earneſtly waiteth for, to enjoy the reflected 
5 that will from thence naturally flow to 
em. . | 
F. 5. And now, I think it will appear more 
honourable, wiſe, and juſt, that the infinite Cre- 
ator has thus ordered the Courſe of Nature, to 
reſtore every perceptive, active Animal to a State 
of Eaſe and Rectitude, rather than that he 
ſhould create ſuch numerous, perceptive, active 
Beings, with a View for a ſhort T'sxne to make 
them our Vaſſals and Slaves only; and then again 
to annihilate all their perceptive and 1 
; Ds ns, ae 
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Faculties; and never make them capable of analy | 
terrupted datisfaction to themſelves for the Services 


and Slaveries they, were here to Man, and tare; 
Man ſubjeed, 

But Wo, moſt Men will allow that all i incogi⸗ 
tative Matter, and therefore the material Bodies 
of all um will for ever exiſt in ſome Form or 
other; or that the Wiſdom of God exerciſed in the 


Creation of Matter was ſuch, that it would not bo 


his Wiſdom again ever to annihilate it; and yet 
at the ſame Time, that theſe Men ſhould Iman 
gine, that he ſhould ever annihilate any of theſe 
ſpiritual Exiſtences, that he had ſuper-added to 
ſome certain Portions of it, and to which he had 
given the ſtrongeſt Deſire of Continuance in Exi- 
ſtence; I fay, it is to me a Wonder, how theſe 
two Hy otheſes ſhould ever be thought reconcile- 
able : Na they never would, had not the Pre- 
judices of” a contrary. Notion, engrafted in Edu- 
cation been the chief Stumbling-block, for how, 
tar ſuch Prejudices prevail is very viſible in all 
Schools of Education throughout the World, 

F. 6. I have therefore impartially endeavou red, 
to remove this Stumbling-block, and ſhall ſub- 
mit my Arguments to be weighed as impartially. 
in the Judgments of W. Readers; And, for the 


Reaſons I have given, I ſhall continue to judge on 


this Side the Queſtion, except weightier Reaſons 


can be afforded, than what I have hitherto met 


with to overballance what I have given, or may 
hereafter ſee Reaſon to urge, againſt ſuch as may 
be advanced to the contrary. 
# have endeavoured, as I firſt attempted, ta 
prove it to the tis Lol probable, That Mat- 
$992 1 ter, 
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Bk that hap whatever rife: material 
Bodies have theſe Faculties added to them, it. 
muſt be from a Principle fuperior ta the Matter 
ey actuate, which is, in its own Nature, per- 
y immaterial, and therefore may be allowed 
. r , rather than that unintelligent Matter, 
| Which is © no Uſe or Profitableneſs to itsſelf, but 
* was only created to be paſſively ſubject to created 
= intelligent Beings, ſhould notwithſtanding that, be: 
allowed ever to ſubſiſt in one Form or other. 
And if more Wiſdom and Goodneſs will ap- 
to flow from God's ordering the Courſe of 
ature, ſo as to continue in Exiſtence the whole 
perceptive Parts of the Creation, and to advance 
them to a greater Perfection than they were in, 
when after the Creation of them, he pronounced 
them all, very good; I fay, if more Wiſdom and 
Gvoanch will appear in this, than in his Anni- 
Bilation of them, I can aſſure myſelf, that it muſt 
be an unerring Concluſicn, That he has, there- 
fore, ſo ordered it, becauſe the greateſt Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs muſt neceſſarily be concerned in al 
the Works of his Hands, ſince his infinite Per- 
fections could never ſuffer him to deviate there- 
from: Therefore to him be aſcribed the King- 
| dom, Power, and Glory for ever ny ever, 
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S8. 1. F Shall next endeavour further to illuſtrate 
I the Concluſion of my ſecond Propoſition 
or Hypotheſis, vis. 1 3 
That tho' the material Parts of Animals are 
ſubjected to Alteratian and Decay, fo as to dif- 
inherit. their cogitative Faculties, yet that ſupe- 
rior Exiſtence, which gave them Perception, and - 
a yol Self motion, is not thereby ſubjected 
to an Excluſion from further Exiſtence. © 
.. Tho', I think, I have already proved this tb 
the higheſt Degree of Probality, yet it being a 
Subject pretty novel, becauſe generally oppoſed, 
I ſhall endeavour, by Way of Recapitulation, to 
Put this Matter ſtill into a clearer Light; and I 
ſhall then proceed to conſider and enquire into, 
Ihe Nature of the ſeparate Exiſtences of Spi- 
Tits unbodied, as to their U B 1, Forms or Fi 
Extentions and Motions. _ f 
But fit by Way of Recapitulation to illuſtrate 
my former Arguments. Ky f 
We all agree from unavoidable Obſervations, 
that the material Parts of Men and Animals are 
ſubjected to Alterations, and Decay of thoſe pro- 
xr conſtituent Parts, which at firſt rendered 
them fit Tenements or Habitations for their in- 
2 Faculties. 5 * uy 3 
And it is pre enerally agreed, even 
the Matter, that 23 their conſtituent Parts, 
when their cogitative Faculties have been _— 8 
F 2 ri 
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tited from them ever ſo long, do till continue to 
exhit in ſome Manner or öther. 
. Now if the material Organs, which were only 
created and modified on purpoſe to be the Habi- 
ers of the ſuperior, intelligent, and cogitative 
Faculties for a certain Time, ſhall not ceafe to 
exiſt when they have anſwered this End of 
their. firſt Creation, and Modification, but are 
ſtill continued for ſome further Purpoſes, than 
that of entertaining, for a certain Time, ſome 
actual perceptive, cggitative Faculties of ſuperior 
Exiſtence, and m they had been only ſub- 
brdinately paſſive; then what leſs Concluſion 
can we draw, than that the Wiſdom of infinite 
Perfections, that preſerves the inferior Parts from 
Annihilation, does alſo preſerve the ſuperior Parts 
chere - from 9% 2 2 ee e 


For as to the material Parts it would have been 


the ſame to them, to have been- reduced to their 


priſtine State of Non-entity : But the ſuperior 
cogitative Parts of all Animals, as has been ob- 


' Terved, in the moſt deſpicable Forms, dread the 


very Thoughts of Deſtruction, and conſequently 
df Annihilation. | 
Does it not, then, appear, to our Reaſon, to 
be more Wiſdom and Goodneſs in God to pre- 
ſerve that Part of his Creations in Exiſtence, that 
he has endued with Perception and Activity, and 
to whom that Perception and Activity is a de- 
fired Enjoyment, rather than that Part of his 
Creation, whoſe Exiſtence is, to 1055 of no Ser- 
vice; and to which it is eva whether it exiſts 


It 


or not? 


; ('37)) 
It has alſo been obſerved, that there is a "ſpi- 
rituous Influence joined with, and neceſſary to 
the vegitative Life, yet unintelligent of its paſ- 
fively active Power, tho the Continuance of the 
Growth of Vegetables and the Coheſion of all 
diviſible Particles of Matter in every Degree of 
its Subſiſtance, depend upon it; and without 
which every indiviſible Particle would be ſepa- 
rated and fly off from each other; So that, I 
think it might be poſſible for that Divine Power, 
that firſt created and conſtituted the Coheſion of 
Parts, by withdrawing thoſe Laws, by which he 
preſerves Matter in Being, to reduce it to its 
priſtine Non- entity. * e 
This, I fay, we may ſuppoſe poſſible to be 
done (if it was more Wiſdom to annihilate than 
continue it) by that Almighty Power that was the 
Author of its firſt Exiſtence: But from his Wis- 
dom in the Creation of any Thing, whether ma- 
terial or immaterial, we naturally conceive, that 
he would not create any Thing but what he faw 
would be his Viſdom to continue in ſome Form 
or Manner of Exiſtence or other; and when he 
ſhall fee Reaſon to put a Period to its Change- 
ableneſs, then to eſtabliſh its Exiſtence without 
further Subjection to Decay or Viciſſuudes, Of 
which ſee the 4th Sect. of my IId Part Of Phi- 
leſophical Meditations, 2 
In which I think, I have proved it reaſonable 
to believe, both from Revelation and Philoſoph 
That the very Materials of this Heaven and Earth 
which we now inhabit, will not be annihilated, 
but changed and made new, and ſubjected to no 
further Changes and Alterations, 2 *. 
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dad: from Revelation our . philoſophical En- 
_ quires ought to be guided, and when from Phi- 
Jophy, in — ay H ypotheſis, that Side of 
the Queſtion, which carries along with it the Ap» 
pearance of the moſt Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God, I am ſure, the Authority of Revelation ap- 
ꝓpearing alſo on that Side, will juſtify our giving 
-our Adfent thereto. +». 
Therefore in all diſputed Philoſophical Hy- 
or Propoſitions from Revelation, that 
vary in, as to the true Intent and M 
* Zaren, That Conſtruction, which ſhews 
abe moſt Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, ought 
do beallow'd; and contrary Comments ought not 
40 be entertained, but may be looked on only to 
have darkened their true | Intents, however well 
Ateiigned by the Commentators, who may have 
erred for want of diſcerning Judgments, or thro” 
Frejudices of Education, or a Fondneſs to follow 
| r or the Like. ; 
All Men are ready to allow, that what- 
| ever is moſt wiſe and good mult neceflarily be 
To6nceiv'd of GOD the original Creator of all 
Things; and, I think alſo, that it is generally 
allowed, That all Matter incapable of Cogitation, 
will, from God's Wiſdem in the Creation of it, 
be for ever continued in ſome Manner of Exiſ- 
tence; and that it will at laſt be ſo far refined, 
that it will not be ſubject to any further Change 
ableneſs. Can it then remain doubtful, that the 
Cogitative, Perceptive, and Self-attive Parts. of 
God's Creations ſhall be eſtabliſhed in Exiſtence 
(even all the Animals of the brutal Creation) and 
in a State of Reſt and Pleaſure, adequate to Hor 
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different Intellectuals, and hgh; nene 
their firſt Productions. 

Thus far by e ee | 
mer Obſervgtions. 

F. 2. From the off the 
Propoſitions, I have — — maks the 
following Enquiries. —94 

* the Souls of the whole Animsl Guder, Sg 

as thofe of Men, fail have an Exiſtence. 
— or after a Separation of their active from: 
their paffive Faculties, their active Principles be 
ing altogether immaterial, then, Where is their 
UBL?. What are their Forms or Fig ures? What" 
Space do they poſſeſs and what mb Heir Ex 
tentrons and Motions? | 

-'Fho' we cannot afcribe to God, the imma 
terial, neceſſary, unoriginated ſpiritual Eſſence, 
either Form or Figure, Extention or Motion, 
becauſe he inſtantaneouſly comprehends botm 
Time and Place, yet created Exiſtences, tho ſpi- 
ritual, can do neither, being neceſſarily finite; 
and Finiteneſs muſt neceſſarily confine- them to 
poſſeſs only ſome Part of Space, how enlarged 
ſoever it may be: And what Form or Figure 
their Extentions may poſſibly make can only be 
diſcerned in a {| viritual U Way, and not by our pre- 
ſent Organs of Viſion ; ſince the Forms or Figures 

(H we may ſo call them) of immaterial Exiſtences, 
are diſtin& from thoſe of material Ones; and-the- 
neareſt we can judge of them, I apprehend, may 
be from the Extenſion of the Capacities of each. 

The Extenſion of n or leſs 
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And the Extenſions of our own Spirits, when 
they ſhall become unbodied, we may now judge 
of by the Extenfiveneſs. of our preſent Imagina- 
= which, at Pleaſure, we can, almoſt inſtan- 
- cg ie to diſtant Places which our ocular 

given us any Ideas of, and even to 
Pls we never ſaw, but have heard Relations 
and Deſcriptions of. - 

Thus our Imaginations can paſs round the 
Globe, and from thence can viſit the Planets 
of our Solar Syſtem; and can even advance 
themſelves amongſt the Syſtems of the fixed 
Stars; and, while vey Bolle are at Reſt can ſi- 
lently contemplate amongſt them, | | 

May we not gueſs from hence, as our cogita- 
tive Faculties 4 this Range of Motion and 
Extention beyond the bodily Organs, while in 
Union with them, that ſo they ſhall be able, 
when ſet at Liberty there- from, to ſee into all 
theſe Curiofities with a Knowledre as extenſive, 
and Motion as ſwitt then, as our Imaginations can 
reach now. 

Thus finite dame cogitative, ereated 
Exiſtences, exiſt in Space, which is their U BZ, 
— — obſtructing the Exiſtences of other Be. 

ings, whether of the ſame or of different Kinds ; 
for 'tho' two material Bodies reſiſt or repel each 
other, yet immaterial Exiftences find no RH 
tances one from- the other, | 
F. 3. We find that in this State our cogitative A 
Faculties are prodigioufly extarged beyond the Fi · 
gure of our material Organs: We can at preſent 
almoſt inſtantaneouſly. diſperſe our Cogitations to 


all * Objects, that the Dane of our common 
Senſa . 


(ay 
Senifations have furniſhed us with Ideas of; and 
occupy a prodigeous large Space in our ren 


tions, while, at the ſame Time, the ſame Space 


may be occupied alſo by Millions of other Mens 
Imaginations; and yet no Claſhing, Diſorder, or 
Confuſion ever ariſes amongſt them, no more 


than if it was our own fingle Imagination only. 


that had the Poſſeſſion thereof. 

And, May we not expect, that the Knowledoe' 
in unbodied Spirits are as extenſive as our Imagi- 
nations, and that ſuch of thoſe, who thus poſſeſs 
or occupy the ſame Parts of Space, ſhall have a 
Knowledge of, and Communion with, each o- 
ther, in ſuch f piritual Ways that we muſt wait 
for * perfect Knowledge of, till admitted to 25 
perience it? 

For during our Soul's Confinement in a mate. 
rial Body, in the Movement of its Imagination 
from its bodily Confinement, it is reſtrained from 
the Knowledge and Converſation of thoſe, who. 
are at Liberty from their earthly Priſons. 

Therefore it is; that we are fo far eaſy un- 
der our preſent Union of Soul and Body, and 
covet to continue in our preſent State, rather 
than to be diſinherited of our material Organs, 
and to make the Experiment of this Acquaintance 
with the ſpiritual Inhabitants of the other World. 
This we generally ſeek to avoid till we are. 
forced out of theſe Tenements, when we can no 
longer keep them in Repair; after which, I am 
e that till they ſhall be new. modeled, 


we ſhould be very ee 4 to inhabit again, when: Er 
from 


we 1558 once experienced dur 


G $. 4. For 


— — 
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1 
V. 4. For, then, there will be a Scene ope ed. 
chat will give us a more clear and diſtinct Under. 
ſtanding of theſe Things, which in this State are 
_ properly ſo far concealed from us, as to be only 
viewed in Obſcurity : But we ſhall have then, not 
only our Imaginations ſo almoſt inſtantaneouſly 
projected to the Diſtances in the Univerſe, but 
alſo with them, our very identical ſelves to receive 
a clear and diſtinct Converſation with Angels, and 
the Souls of juſt Men made perfect, as well ag 


to be admitted to the beatifie Viſion of the Pre- 
ſence of God, 'to ſee him as he is, an immaterial 
6 4 infike Spirit, which no mortal Eye can 

| Er 5 | 


For theſe Things are neceffarily veiled to Fleſh 
and Blood; and are out of the Reach of our pre- 
ſent Organs of Senſation ; and before we can be 
fully acquainted. with an immaterial fpirityal 
World, we muſt put off this material Veil, and 
then we ſhall intelligibly underſtand how we oc. 
cupy Space, without debarring the ſame Space we 
occupy from being poſſeſſed by ever ſo many 
fpiritual Effences beſides ourſelves; and alſo how 
we ſhall communicate to each other our reci- 
proce! Tranſports of Love, Joys, and Delights ; 
his, I fay, we ſhall clearly Low ( of which 
we now can only take a Proſpect at a Diſtance ) 
when the dark and obſcure Veil of our bodily 
Organs is removed from our IntelleQuals, 

g. 5. From hence we may obſerve, that Space 
is the UBI of Spirits ; their Extentions are the 
Erxtenſiveneſs of their Capacities, and how far 
they Fa at onge extend them, or have a PER 

A Know, 
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— of ſuch Objects that relate to thele 

tate. | 1 
Their Motions may alſo be_confider'd, 2s re> 
moving their Intellectuals to Objects diſtant from 
thoſe they were before employ'd in, which we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe to be performed by them 
as eaſy and quick as the Removal of our Imagina- 
tions is with us; or with the greateſt imaginable 
Swiftneſs and Alacrity, | | 


7 


Hut, as before obſerved, all crented Spirits, be- 
ing finite, can never comptehend or reach Infi- 
nity, thro' all their 5oundleſs Liberty, and theres 
fore let them occupy as much Space as tis poſſible 
to imagine, they are always ſubject to the Laws 
of Motion, from their Impoſſibility of becoming 
Infinite, and to the Laws of Progreſſion in their 
Exiſtences from their Beginnings to exiſt; ſo tha 
tho' their Extenſions are ever fo large, or their 
Motions ever fo ſwift, they may for ever move in 
the boundleſs Infinity of Space, and never come 
nearer its End, | >. 
F. 6. There are; then, no Bounds or Limits to 
the Enjoyments of the Juſt, there being no Li- 
mits to their Poſſeſſions, nor are there any Barriers 
to hinder others from the full Poſſeſſion of what, 
even, they do. poſſeſs themſelves ; 'for whateyer 
Parts the y do poſſeſs, may, without Reſſance be 
equally poſſeſſed by the greateſt Numbers of 
others, which may form agreeable Societies and 


. 
« 
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Communities, whoſe fimilar Virtues may give 
each other reciprocal Pleaſures * +, | 
F. 7. Thus having taken a Proſpect of the le- 
parate State of the Spirits of Men. I ſhall-now 
confider what may be reaſonably concluded of the 


G 2 ſeparate 
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e Spirits of the reſt of the Ahi- 
mal Creatures, when they are diſinherited of their 
bodily Tenements; fince, I have proved before, 
that it is to the higheſt Teuer that 
they will have a future Exi ence, and particu- 
larly from that Propoſition appearing to carry in 
it the: greateſt Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God; 
That their intellectual Faculties ſhould be continued 
in Exiſtence in a better State, rather than to an- 
nihilate them, and thereby deliver them over t 
Linſtead of delivering them from) the Bondage 
of Corruption. 

Now Difference of the Exiſtence of the 
$pirit of Beaſts from thoſe of Men will conſiſt 
in the Difference of their Intellectuals, as may be 

infer d from my former Obſervations: The Ex- 

tent of their Capacities, being far inferior to Man's 

their cogitative Faculties muſt neceſſarily be con- 
fined to fo much a narrower Compaſs, by how 
much they are of inferior Intellectuals, and which 
will be more or leſs according as their various 
Kinds were in their firſt Creations intended. 
FS. 8. But the Largeneſs of the IntelleQuals of 
ditrerent Animals does not conſiſt in the Diffe- 
rence of the preſent Bulks of their Bodies, nor 
are they at all to be judged of by that Meaſure, 
ſince we find more Wiſdom in an Ant than in 
an Elephant; which ſhews that the ſpiritual In- 
telligence in the leaſt Animal may be as exten- 
five as in the largeſt: For who knows, but that 
the very Auimalcules on the Waters may have 
a much Wildom as the greateſt l in the 
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bodily Bulk of any Animal; and its UBI in 
Space, let it be where it will is no Oßſtructionm to 
the Exiſtence of other Spirits, as before obſerv'd. 
So that as ſpiritual Intelligence cannot be meas 
ſured by the Bulk of the Animals preſent mate- 
tial Bodies, therefore it conſiſts not in inhabiting 
of greater or leſſer material Tenements, and con- 
ſequently not at all in Matter ; for tho' material 
Organs was its firſt Habitation, it is not eſſentially 
neceflary to active Spirit, being in its-own Nas 
ture only paſſive and unintelligent.  - a 
As therefore Matter is not eſſentially ne 
to active Spirit, ſo the IntelleQuals contain'd in 
the Smalle/t Parcel of Matter may be as extenſive 
as thoſe contain'd in the Largeſt, and therefore 
the Extenſions of unbodied Spirits are to be meas 
ſured by thoſe Capacities they enjoy d in the Ma- 
terials they poſſeſſed. Since, then, in Matter 
there is not eſſentially any intellectual Faculties; 
and intellectual Faculties being ſeparable from 
Matter, their Extenſions, then, when ſepa | 
muſt be according to the eſſential Properties of 
the Intellectuals. ik av _—_— 
FS. 9 And there are as many Degrees of intel- 
WS Faculties amongſt Animals, as there are 
numerous Species or Kinds of them; for no 
cie could have the fame intellectual Faculties be-. 
longing to another Specie, and yet be the ſame 
identical Creature; therefore every one remains 
ſatisfy d with the Intellectuals they enjoy, as 
being moſt 2 adapted to their own Exife 
tences: And ſuch Pleaſures as their own Exiſten- 
ces have entitled them to, they will fully 2 
| | 5 W 
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hen they become delivered from their preſent 
Bondage of Corruption, by their glorious Liberty 
with che Children f Gl. 
F. 10. And as their higheſt Intelligences can 
arrive to no greater Perfection than the Enjoy 
ment of a glorious Liberty with the Children of 
God, who to them are God's Repreſentative, and 
their Governors; ſo according to the Enlarge - 
ment of their different Capacities, as they ſhall 
more or leſs comprehend, and enjoy the Pleaſures 
flowing from their Excellencies, ſo will their In- 
tellectuals be more or leſs extended, and each rea 
eeive as much Pleaſure there-from, as their diffe- 
rent Capacities are able to receive from their juſt 
Government, which, with adequate Joys, they 
{hall gratefully return in Obedience, ſince the ar- 
bitrary Government, now exerciſed over them, 
will be entirely removed, and a full Liberty 
and Freedom proelaimed throughout the whole 


Pay 


Creation. IE | 

Then ſhall no Fears of Tyranny prevail again 
for ever: Then ſhall every intelligent Being truly 
enjoy the Property of his own Exiſtence, under 
the indulgent Government of the Sons of God 
And then ſhall the Words of St. Paul appear in 
their true Light: For the Creature it ſelf ſhall alſo 


be deliver d from the Bondage of Corruption into 
the glorious Liberty of the Children of God. And 
be clear'd from - all darkened Interpretations put 
upon them by thoſe, whoſe prepoſſeſſed Notions 
of their own Immortality only, have diſtinguiſhed 
away that of the whole Animal Creation beſides 


; * 
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Mankind. 
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. u. And now, Sault u #666 aden b 
ample Scene of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
God,” and ſhew his tender Mercies over al bis 
Works, than the contrary Notions? Are we to 
look upon this Ex — His tender * 6 
are over all his Works, only to relate to Man, one 

Specie of the numerous Works he had cre- 
ated, even, before him, and whom he had endued 
with the F aculties of Perception and v 
Motion, and likewiſe pronounced them good, and 
2 85 them? Ge. Certainly if Prejudices and pree. 
poſſeſſed Notions be fairly thrown afide, it 

* e even to = higheſt De 

at this Side of the Queſtion mu SY 
— Buch the 'other in Rs Judgments, 
ſince herein is diſcovered the greateſt Goodneſs 
and the moſt conſumate Wiſdom of < our * 
ful and merciful CREATOR, | 
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_ Of the ResvnnecTION.: 


9 1. AVING, mn "the haft Chaptee; 6h 
uired into the State of Souls, or Spi- 

rits ſeparated from the Body in the Interval of 
fer. and the Reſurrection, I ſhall now a 
er 
That the Reſurrection of the Body is 
a Matter of Revelationf without which, 55 14 


loſophical Hypotheſis would have been | 
haye given ys any Light into ; J ſhall al hehe 


* 
"i 


enquire $4 from that L. 
hiefl nre into this Matter from that Light, 
which Revelation affords, and alſo obſerve — 
far Philoſophy will admit of being concerned (by 
- 2 the lllumination of this Revelation) to illuſtrate 
| As to the Reſurrection of Man's Body, we 
have ſuch Aſſurances of it from Revelation, that 
o.all reaſonable Men the Matter is left without 
Diſpute. And that thereby the Nature of our 
re 5 Horm, of Fleſh and Blood will be 
And this appears to be of the other Animal 
Creation alſo, from the different Seeds of Bodies 
diſpoſſeſſed of their ſpiritual Inhabitants, which are 
as various as the Seeds of Wheat and other Grain; 
as in 1 Cor, xv. 37. which may be obſerved 
alſo. from the following Verſes, to be meant of 
the different Species of Animals, in Alluſion to 
the different Kinds of Grain, ver. 38. But God 
giveth it a. Body as it hath pleaſed him, and to. 
every Seed his own Body. And from the next 
Verſe it is evidently plain that he there makes a 
full Diſtinction of the different Kinds of Fleſh 
of Men, and other Animals, as before of the 
different Kinds of ſeeds ſown, as ver. 39. All 
Bleſb is not the ſeme Fleſh; but there is one Kind 
of Fleſh of Men, another Fleſh of Beaſts, another 
ef Fiſhes, and another of Birds, Ver. 40. There. 
are alſo Celeflial Bodies, and Bodies Terreſtrial :. 
But the Glory of the Celgſtial is one, and the Glory 
of the Terreſtrial is anotber.— And then he 
proceeds, by a Compariſon of the different Glo- 
nies of inanimate Globes, to ſhew the different 
Clories of the intelligent Creation, as in Verſes, 
n 41. 
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41, 42. There is one Glory of the Sun, Ty” —— 
Glory of the Moon, and another Glory F the 2 
Stars; for one Star differeth from. another Star 1 
in So a Gon the Reſurrection of the Deal. 22 
I is ſown in Corruption, it is raiſed in TIncvr 2 A. 2 

tion. | 
Now, let us obſerve here the Tendeticy and — 2 

Dees of this Deſcription St. Paul gives us of the ere in 
Reſurrection. Here are all Kinds o Fleſh men- = le 
tioned of Men, Beaſts, Fiſhes, and Fowls, viz 2 
All Animals of the Whole Creation, and, in the 
different Degrees and Circumſtances, compared — e 
with the different Degrees of the Glories of inan 
mate Globes, as Sun Moon, and Stars; which TI 
had been appointed for their, and our, Uſes and — 
Services; and then immediately applies it to 5 * 
different Glories of the Reſurrection. So alſo 87 
the Reſurrection of the Dead: Wherein I cannk 
ſee the leaſt Room, that it can ſignify leſs than e 
the whole Animal Creation. And 4 he pro- A dv 5 | 
ceeds, ver. 43. I is ſown in Diſhonour, it * 1 
raiſed in Glory; it ts Sewn in Weakneſs, it is 
raiſed in Power. Ver. 44. I is ſown a natural 
Body, it ts raiſed a ſpiritual Body. Ver. 4.5. And 
ſoit is written, The firſt Man, Adam, "was made 
a living Soul, the laſt Adam was made a BAK: 
ing Spirit. 

S0 as by Adam's Tranſgreſſion all Fleſh, in 
which 5 _— die, fo in Chrift ſhall all 1 
made alive. 6. Howbeit, that was not firſt 
which is Fine . but that which is natural; and 
a 3 that which is ſpiritual. Ver, 47. 

irft Man is of the Earth, nf, the had Man 
* the" Lord from Heaven. Ver. 49. Wr 

'H | 


pare, 


; 50 

e. 4 he 3 e of the earthy, we ale 
: . * Near the Image of 2 1 50. Fed 
E's 5 and Blood cannot inberit the Kingdom of God; 
1 Vo . K doth Corruption inherit Iucorruption, Cc. 
ng mig From whence” we may clearly obſerve, that 

dodur Bodies, after this Reſurrection, muſt have paſ- 
_h * ſed from natural to ſpiritual Bodies; from corrup- 
—. WE to incorruptible ; from diſhonourable to 

= glorious Bodies; and from a State of Mortality 
a State of Immortality; and no longer. be 
—— 2 el * Fleſh a Blood, nor require. the 

— of Meat and Drink, nor be continue 

* ” Nhe Ciolation of Fluids ;? ſo that our Bodies, 
| Ve « Fins ſown in Corruption, will undergo ſuch a re- 
Iz ning, that no Footſteps of our preſent Inheri- 
Fitance in them will appear: And whatever Same- 
may then belong to theſe Bodies, it cannot 
be enn the ſame 'Fleſh and Blood they now 
2255 onſiſt of; ſince Fleſb and Blood cannot inberit 
# the Kin gen of God. If it could, What need 
we to pat it off? But we put off this mortal Body 
an Ortler to put on an immortul One; we put 
off this natural Body in order to put on a /Þir1- 
tual One. 

8 2. Thus ſhall they who. are living at the 
8 of the laſt Trump, when the Dead ſhall be 
ratfed, be.alſo changed.1 in a Moment, in the twinck- 

ing of an Eye, as it is in ver. 52, 
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a uch Change of a natural to a ſpiritual Body, 
Enoch and Elias muſt neceſſarlly undergo upon 
each of their Tranſlations. from the Earth; and 
alſo our BLESSED SAviouk's own Body upon his 
Aſcention into Heaven. 


* 


a 
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And it may be reaſonably accounted for, upon 
the Principles of Philoſophy, That Flaſt and Bals, 
cannot inherit tbe Kingdom ef Heaven: Fr 
Bodies, in their natural State, are ſubject to tg 
Laws that the Alwiſe Author, of N ature. has 
eſtabliſhed in the material Werld; but when h 
ſhall pleaſe to change our natural Bodies of Fle ß 
and Blood, whether in our preſent Lives, or after 
our Deaths, by a Reſurrection from the Grave: 
they will then become freed from all heteroge - 
neous Matter, and become ſo ſpiritualized, I. 
no Powers or Principles of Attraction from mate, 
rial Globes ſhall be able to a upon or confine... 
them; ſince ſpiritualized Bodies cannot be ſubject. - 
to the Laws of Material, and therefore whatever 
material Beings are refined from all heterogeneous 
Parts of Matter, they muſt be deliver'd from the 
preſent Laws, that their material Organs do here 
confine them to; and then our Atmoſphere. 
will no longer be an Element neceſſary for 
their Entertainment; and ſuch ſpiritualiaed Bodies 
will have a natural Tendency to aſcend, as being 
then ſurrounded with a groſſer Medium than their 
then Natures require to ſubſiſt in. And thus W ů - 
may very well conclude it will be with Bodies 
after the Reſurrection, and all thoſe that ſhall, 
be changed and made like them, whether at the 
firſt, or laſt and general Reſurrection (of which, 
ſee my Preface to the ſecond Part of ny Files. 
| ſopbical Sedation i: te ren do 
. F. 3. Therefore our Sameneſs, after our Sepa=/þ 
ration from our Bodies by Death, and after dur 
receiving of ſpiritualiz d Bodies at the Reſurrection. 4 
will chiefly, if not only, conſiſt in the intellectual e 
25 e e 
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_ obſerves; The Conſciouſneſs of every iden- 
” Perſon” makes his identical ſelf, let that e 
Poffeſs whatever Body, or let that Body undergo 
— ever ſo many Changes. | 
Wes, BE" And if there may be Sid to be any Samenels 
. — odor Reſurrection Bodies with our preſent, I 
2. — oddude, it muſt be from ſome ſpirituous Influence 
= — > the Seeds belonging fo the material Organs, 


Þ & Vegetation and Coheſion of all Matter, fo, 
when Matter is refined from all heterogeneous 
Particles, it muſt concenter in this ſpirituous Sub- 


ſtance it ſelf, being changed from natural to ſpi- 


ritual, or a Tranfinutation "of the natural into the 
ſpirituous Parts belonging to its Subſtance. 


Which Change, Revelation informs us, will 


| paſs upon the whole Heaven and Earth, even the 
material inanimate Globe we inhabit, as obſerv'd 


han 
7 1 ture Knowledge; but if the Occaſions of its 
. nhabitants ſhall require its Extenſion; we may 
22 be aſſured that its Extenſion will be exactly pro- 
ion'd to ſuch Occaſions, 
The Sameneſs that will remain in either Man 
or Animal will confiſt in the ſpiritual Intellectuals, 
for as nothing -will remain of the heterogeneous 


Hong. And to what Degree this Globe, upon this 
Change may be extended, I muſt leave to our 


Parts of the whole material Globe, or its Inhabi- . 


tants, or nothing in the inanimate World that is 
not of a ſpirituous Kind, and which have been 
adapted to the Occaſions of ſpiritually intelligent 


ſuch 


| Beings, fo then will no Footfteps remain to fuit 


1 Faculties; or, as che judicious Mr. Lock very 


ich ſpirituous Influence as it is concern'd in 


in the IId Volume of my Phileſophical Medita- 


wy in), 
ſueh n now our preſent natural State 
requires: But the Bodies of Men and Animal; 
will then be refined; and fitted for the Re- union 
of their Souls and Spirits from ſuch of the 4 
_ Fuous Seeds that conſtituted their natural Bodies. 4. 

F. 4. So that their former natural Bodies fia 
i become ſpiritualized, and be no more ſub 
ject to the Laws of natural Matter, nor will fuchiuety Þ 
ſpiritualiz'd Bodies mutually reſiſt or repell each 
other, like Bodies in their preſent natural State. 

$ 5. So the new Heaven and new Eartk, 
which, by the general Conflagration, will come 
refined out of preſent, will ceaſe for ever to 

be ſubject to the Laws of Gravitationto, and At- 
traction by the Sun, and tho' the Sun ſhould con- 
tinue its preſent Station after this final Ca 
of the Earth, yet the Earth will be thereby re- 
leaſed from the preſent Laws, which now confine 
its Orbit, and commands its Tribute of Gravita- 
tron; being then ſo tefined as only to ſuit the Oc- 
_ caſions of ſpiritual Inhabitants, who will be, as 
before obſerv d, deliver'd from all Occafions and 
Subjections to the Laus of natural Matter, and 
therefore they will have all ſuch aper er 
removed and taken away. 

So that the Motion or Motions off the new 
Heaven and Earth, inſtead of being confin'd to an 
Orbit round the Sun, which, in its preſent State, 
it is very wiſely aſſign'd to, I fay, what its Mo- 
tions or Flights may then be thro' the Glorres of 
the Creation, we can — judge will be under the 
Conduct and Influence of our bleſſed Lord, and 
King, Cuxls r Jxsus, under whoſe Direction he | 
whole Creation ſhall rejoyce and be ſatisfy d. 2 oy 


($47 } + 
& And now. Mankind, God's. Repreſentative to 
the inferior Creatures, ſhall im a full Liberty 
2 mongſt them, and a Freedom from all Slaveries 
and Oppreſſio 


2 ns; and where a Governor pro- 
claims ſuch Liberty, it muſt needs be received 
wich Joy, Pleaſure, and Thankfulneſs, and eſpe- 

Ciuully to > fuch who have groancd under the Hard- 
mis of Oppreſſions. | 
| + And now, no heterogeneous Parts remaining 
| —either in the Earth or its Inhabitants, let its, 
Motion or Motions be under whatſoever Di- 

ee its ſpiritually refined Subſtance can never 
enſive to any Globes whatſoever, . 
—_—_ they remain in their preſent. State, or 
become as it will then be it ſelf. N 
For in this ſpirituous State it cannot obſtruct 
any of the Luminaries from performing their 
Offices to any opake Globes, which they warm 
and enlighten, becauſe, in thoſe ſpirituous Cir- 
cumſtances, they are refined from all the Groſſ- 
neſs of ſolid — that can give any Obſtructions, 

__ And this Change of the Earth may be 
ſaid to be from a Body Terreſtrial to a Body Cee, 
tejtial, and what Bodies Celeſtial there may now 
be, or ſhall hereafter be in-the Univerſe we muſt. 
leave to our future Knowledge; but that it is 
probable there is ſuch; may be gathered from 

, What St. Paul affirms, 1 Cor. xv. Chap, ver. 40, 
e are alſo Celeſtial Bodies, and Bale Terreft- 
127 al, Which Celeſtial Bodies, I take to ſignify 
| L Bodies that the Earth will become after its 
ES: lagration, ſince there is as plain a Diſtinction 
Metween its preſent and future State, as between na» 


| apd ſpritual Bodics, r 


* 


* : 


"Ani Gt theri NETHER ſhould have a Manſon; | i 


| ate their Refurre&tion, adapted to their ſpiritul!l 


Bodies, to conſummate their Happineſs, Wherein 


the Glory of God and the Lam ſhould — . 1 


forth in the fulleſt Luſtre, I have lain 
from Revelation, in the laſt Sect of Aer IId pat 
of my Phileſophical Meditations ; which Abode 
will then be ſet at Liberty from paying Tribute 
fo the Sun, becauſe it will then ceaſe to be uſeful 
to it, or any of its Inhabitants; for, the very 
Author of all their Exiſtences, ſhall then with- 

draw the Uſefulneſs of all ſecondary Cauſes; and 
ſupply all their 2 by giving 2 Creatures the 
Enjoyment of himſelf, the original and firſt 
Cauſe of all Things, and ſhall alſo give them 
the Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom with his oNLY BE. 
LOVED Sox, who redeemed them to himſelf, 
That where he is, they may be alſo. And if where 
he is, they ſhall be alſo, then can they never be, 
in any wiſe, out of the Way they can covet; for 
it is impoſſible that ſuch a Conductor can erer 
lead them aſtray. 85 


REFLECTION. : lay 


7. Let us, therefore, even now, Place „ 


* on Things above, by holy Meditations, | 
and thereby frequently have our Converſations in 
Heaven, that, whenever we ſhall put off theſe 
Bodies of Fleſh and Blood, our Souls may aſcend 
to thoſe bleſſed Manſions of Reſt and Happineſs, 
that Chriſt has prepared to receive us into, even 

that very bee Abode, which he judges worth 
2 his wr peculiar bliſeful Preſence and ol. . 
10D. 
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' "RIG 
And if our BLESSED REDEEMER has thought 
good to purchaſe us a Poſſeſſion along with him- 
ſelf, then we may aſſure ourſelves, that if we con⸗ 
tinue here under his Directions, that we are now 
under his Influence, Care and Protection; and 
that the Habitation he will hereafter give us the 
Poſſeſſion of, will be ſuch that ſhall for ever 
anſwer all the Defires and Expectations of our 
Souls, and therefore free them from further Frailty 
and Subjection to Sin. 
Then, and there we ſhall inherit uncreated 
Light, and poſſeſs an Inheritance, prepared by, 
and fitted for that very Preſence and communi- 
cable Goodneſs of its infinitely perfect Author, 
The eternal King or GLory: In the Fruition 
of whoſe bliſsful Preſence, even the unlimited 
Deſires of the Soul ſhall find full Satisfaction, 
from whence with the moſt feeling Gratitude will 
flow her eternal Praiſes, with the higheſt, ſublimeſt, 
and moſt refined ſpiritual Elevations, and mu- 
tual Raptures, beyond the Reach of our preſent 
Imaginations or Conceptions, which now can 
only faintly raiſe our Voices to aſcribe to the 
original Fountain of Goodneſs, and Author of 
our Exiſtences, The Kingdom, Power, and Glory 
for ever and ever. Amen, 
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